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o p e n s  w i t h  c r u n k  m a s t e r  A l  K a p o n e  
 L o c a l  U - D i g  D a n c e  A c a de m y  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  

  
 MEMPHIS, TN — The Memphis Symphony Orchestra’s Opus One series continues to break 
down Memphis’s cultural barriers through music, kicking off its third season with a concert 
featuring acclaimed crunk rapper Al Kapone.  This radical concert series gives the Memphis 
Symphony musicians and Kapone the opportunity to test the boundaries of their musical 
landscape  – melding the classical and hip hop forms together in a seamless evening of music. 

 The concert takes place on Thursday, November 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the New Daisy Theatre. 
The concert also features the buckin’ and jookin’ hip hop dancers of the U-Dig Dance Academy, an 
urban dance troupe founded in 2006 by Memphis native Tarrik Moore.  The Opus One concert will 
be the opening event of U Dig’s Classic Kicks Dance contest, an international hip hop dance festival 
and contest held in Memphis.   

 A mainstay with the underground hip hop scene in Memphis for over a decade, Kapone also 
has achieved mainstream success. Kapone gained notoriety for his song ‘Whoop That Trick’ on the 
soundtrack of the 2005 Academy Award winning film Hustle and Flow and for his collaborative 
work with several stars, including E-40, Mike Jones, Mr. She, Too Short, Pimp C, Pastor Troy and D-
Shot.  

 “I think it’s important to show how orchestral instruments play a major role in the 
production sound in hip hop today  — especially Memphis hip hop, which was born from the use 
of keyboard strings, brass, pizzicato strings and orchestra hits back in the late ‘80s,” Kapone says. 

 Kapone’s playlist for the evening includes  ‘Buckin and Jookin’, ‘Whoop That Trick’, ‘We On 
Deck’, ‘What About The Music’, and a tribute to Issac Hayes, honoring the late singer’s own 
groundbreaking partnership with Memphis Symphony Orchestra. Kapone has paired with local 
musician and arranger Sam Shoup. Shoup is a staff arranger for The National Symphony Pops 
Orchestra at The Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., as well as New York Pops Orchestra and 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra. 
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 “I don’t think the symphony world realizes how much hip hop loves those sounds or how 
much it’s being used in hip hop production,” Kapone continues.   

 “It is great for Memphis music to continue to show that when different worlds and 
backgrounds come together in a collaborative effort, we always produce something great, 
memorable and historic,” Kapone says. 

 The Memphis Symphony Orchestra is partnering with the local chapter of The National 
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS) on two community events surrounding the Al 
Kapone concert.  NARAS and will host an exclusive Grammy University event at the New Daisy on 
Wednesday, November 9, at 5:30 p.m. Grammy University is a community of full-time students 
who are pursuing careers in the music industry.  The Grammy University will involve students 
from local high schools, colleges and graduate programs who are interested in pursuing a career in 
music. Invited attendees will be able to sit in on the dress rehearsal of the concert, and participate 
in a talk back with the guest performers, recording engineers, orchestra musicians, arrangers and 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra assistant conductor Stilian Kirov. This event is free of charge. 

 NARAS and The Memphis Symphony will also host a Red Carpet Kick Off event for the Opus 
One Series, held directly before the Al Kapone concert at the New Daisy Theater. 5:30-7pm.   

 Tickets for the event are $25; $12.50 for students 18 years and older. For more 
information, contact www.opusonememphis.com. 
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